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In the mid 1960's, the Hills House was vacant and became a target
for vandals.  Its abandonment led to extensive damage. 

The Hudson Historical Society's recent completion of scanning the
renovation minutes from 1967-1977 offers a fascinating glimpse
into the dedication and community spirit that saved this
architectural gem. The efforts involved countless hours of labor,
generous donations from local businesses, and unwavering
perseverance by the Society's members and local residents. 

We owe these past members and local citizens an immense debt
of gratitude for their vision and commitment, ensuring that the Hills
House remains a cherished landmark for future generations to
appreciate and enjoy. Their foresight has preserved not only a
piece of history but also a source of inspiration and pride for the
community.

Where it all started
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The Hudson Fortnightly Club played a pivotal role in preserving the
historic Alvirne Hills House. This group recognized the significance of
the house and their efforts to restore this structure began with a
vision to maintain its grandeur while making it accessible for future
generations to appreciate and learn from. The timeline on the next
page will illustrate key milestones in their perseverance to save this
house.  



1965 Feb 11:

Article in annual school warrant seeking permission to raze the then 75
year old Alvirne summer home. This action was dictated by the cost of
insurance, maintenance, and no potential use. At the annual meeting this
article was tabled.

1965 Oct 18: 
Realizing the house, when and if restored, could be the answer to the
space issues at the Hills Memorial Library, the Historical Committee of the
Fortnightly Club went on record as favoring its restoration.

1966 Jan 25: 

Organizational meeting of the Hudson Historical Society held in Town
Building. Mrs. Emlen (Dot) Pitfield, President of Hudson Fortnightly Club,
acted as temporary chairman. Within a short time the society was
incorporated with a set of by-laws and officers to serve until annual
meeting in May. 

1966 May: First Annual Meeting of Historical Society held at Town Hall. 

1968 Feb: 
Work continued on a lease to occupy and restore the house. The first, 2-
year, lease was received.
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This February 18, 1966
Nashua Telegraph article
discusses the “new” Hudson
Historical Society” meeting.

Timeline
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Local citizen’s dedication to transforming the historic house
into a living museum is a testament to their unwavering
commitment to preserving history. 

During this period, the Hills House was considered the
headquarters for the newly formed Hudson Historical
Society and a “Cultural Center” that held classes and
programs for the community.

It was decided to house caretakers at the house and the
conversion of the servant's quarters on the second floor into
an apartment for live-in caretakers by installing plumbing
and heating,  ensured that the caretakers could live
comfortably while safeguarding the museum. 

The caretakers, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Pecce, also worked
tirelessly to renovate and repair all parts of the house and
grounds.  

The next page will show an excerpt from the 65 page report
of the documentation, giving us a glimpse into the
tremendous effort it took to bring this house to life by our
wonderful community.  

Oct 4, 1968 Boy Scouts working on the porch.  Mrs.
Zoula Rowell (right) directs the activities.  Photo
from the Nashua Telegraph
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The amount of time, effort and financial resources it took to bring the house back to its former glory is
astounding and evident from this excerpt from Zoula Rowell report. To read the entire report, please visit “Related
Links” on our website hudsonnhhistorical.com. 



Member Profile:  Ashling Dion
Vice President  2025-2026

My name is Ash, and I’ve been a
Hudson resident for seven years.
My love of history began when I
was a child growing up in Lowell,
in an old house full of character
and stories. Living there sparked
my curiosity about the past and
the lives that came before us.

As I got older, I attended UMass
Lowell, where my interest in
historic buildings and
preservation only deepened.
When I met fellow member Leona
and learned more about the
group, I knew I wanted to be part
of such a fun, passionate
community of history lovers.

What I value most about the
society is the opportunity to give
back to the community I care so
much about.

Remember to check our social media frequently (see page 6) to stay up
to date with all the latest happenings. We look forward to seeing you at
our events and sharing these wonderful experiences with you.  It pays to
become a member!  Members will receive emails of all upcoming events
before they are posted on Social Media! 5

One of our recent events was a Tea
Party at the Hills House.  We had
such a great time and plan to have
more in the future.  
Announcements will be sent to
members via email for first choice
and then posted on Facebook!

Tea Party!
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